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Subject: Upcoming Winter 2026 Moose Aerial Inventory Survey

Dear Algonquins of Ontario Consultation Office,

The Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) would like to advise you of plans to conduct a
Moose Aerial Inventory in Wildlife Management Units 57, 58, 60, 61, 62 and 63 within
Bracebridge-Minden-Parry Sound, Bancroft-Peterborough, Pembroke and Kemptville-
Kingston Districts (see attached map) in winter 2026 which may overlap with your
community’s traditional territory. Moose Aerial Inventory (MAI) surveys are conducted
each year across the province but occur on a multi-year rotational basis for Wildlife
Management Units. Surveys typically occur between December 15t and February 15t
pending weather conditions and other associated constraints.

MALI surveys are implemented in accordance with provincial standards and guidelines to
provide estimates of moose population abundance, trends, and demographic composition
(i.e., numbers of bulls, cows, calves) within the areas surveyed. MAI surveys are conducted
with trained navigators, observers, and pilots, all under the direction of experienced MNR
survey leads and MAI survey coordinators.

The MNR will conduct a virtual MAI observer training session on Wednesday, November
26t (9:30-12:00). This broad, structured training will include MNR staff from across the
province and external representatives from other partner agencies. If this is something
your community is interested in, we would like to invite up to two (2) members or staff
from your community to participate. The training will enable an increased understanding
of the methods utilized in completing these surveys. Topics covered in training include MAI
program introduction and survey design, preparation and flying of the survey, and aircraft
safety. Participants will require access to Microsoft Teams for the virtual training. Please
forward the name(s) and contact information (email address) of your participating
community members to Erin MacDonald, Regional Wildlife Specialist at
erin.macdonald@ontario.ca and additional training details will be forwarded.



mailto:erin.macdonald@ontario.ca

Although opportunities are quite limited, MNR may be able to provide the opportunity for a
member of your community to participate in this year’s surveys as part of an MAI survey
crew (i.e., survey observer). Itis mandatory for all observers in MAI survey flights to have
taken the above-mentioned training within the last 3 years (i.e., 2023 or more recently).
Please note that attending this training does not guarantee the opportunity to participate in
the survey as flights and aircraft seats are limited. Participation is also subject to factors
such as aircraft and trained crew availability, snow conditions, and weather. Participants
must be prepared to fly with little notice, be seated in the aircraft for a full day, more than 4
hours at a time, and be able to handle motion sickness if it arises. Please contact Maidie
Gagnon, Resource Liaison Specialist, at maidie.gagnon@ontario.ca to discuss your
community’s interest and possible arrangements in survey participation.

MNR staff would also be pleased to discuss the results of the MAI when completed and/or
to discuss survey methods and moose management in general at any time. We look forward
to working with your community on the Moose Aerial Inventory work.

Thank you,

Maidie Gagnon

Pembroke District Resource Liaison Specialist

Encl: WMU map with planned surveys shown.
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